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Robert Newton Blackford
February 5, 1937 — April 19, 2024

Burial Office: Rite II
Saturday, May 18,2024, 11 a.m.



The congregation is asked to remain silent before the liturgy begins.

Organ Prelude

Please stand to sing when the bells are rung.

Procession
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1 A might - y  for - tress is our God, a bul - wark nev - er
2 Did we in  our own  strength con-fide, our  striv - ing would be
3 And though this world, with dev - ils filled, should threat-en to un-
4 That word a - bove all earth - ly powers, no thanks to them, a -
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fail - ing; our help - er he a - mid the flood
los - ing; were not the right man on our side,
do us; we will not fear, for God hath willed
bid - eth; the Spi - rit and the gifts are ours
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of mor-tal ills pre - vail - ing: for still  our an-cient foe
the man of God’s own  choos - ing:dost ask who that may be?
his truth to  tri - umph through us; the prince of dark-ness grim,
through him who with us sid - eth: let goods and kin-dred go,
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doth seek to work us woe;  his  craft  and power are great,
Christ Je - sus, it is he; Lord Sa - ba - oth his Name,
we trem - ble not for him; his rage we can en - dure,
this mor - tal life al - so; the bo - dy they may kill:
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and, armed with cru - el hate, on earth is not his e - qual
from age to age the same, and he must win the bat - e
for lo! his doom is sure, one lit - tle word shall fell him.

God’s truth a - bid - eth stil, his  king-dom is for ev - er.
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Words: Martin Luther (1483-1546); tr. Frederic Henry Hedge (1805-1890); based on Psalm 46. Music: Ein feste Burg, melody
Martin Luther (1483-1546); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).

Hymn 688



Entrance Rite
Officiant: I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though he die.
And everyone who has life, and has committed himself to me in faith, shall not die for ever.

As for me, [ know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. After my awaking, he will
raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a
stranger.

For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes his own master when he dies. For if we have life, we are alive in
the Lord, and if we die, we die in the Lord. So, then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest from their labors.

Officiant: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Officiant: Let us pray. O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death, and brought
life and immortality to light: Grant that your servant Bob, being raised with him, may know the strength of his
presence, and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Proclamation of the Word (please be seated)

Lesson Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time
to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to
build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and
a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to
lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to
speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

Lector: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 (read responsively by half verse)

! The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; *
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3 He restoreth my soul; *
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.

* Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; *
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; *
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and [ will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Lesson Romans 8:38-39
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Lector: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.



Sequence (please stand and sing)

N | | | | | | |
Y

— e e

g Fr |
1 O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for vyears to come,
2 un - der the sha-dow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or-der stood, or earth re - ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in thy sight are like an eve - ning gone;

5 Time, like an ev - er - roll-ing stream, bears all our years a - way;
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and, armed with cru - el hate, on earth is not his e - qual.
from age to age the same, and he must win the bat - te.
for lol his doom is sure, one lit - tle word shall fell him.
God’s truth a - bid - eth still, his king-dom is for ev - er
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Words: Martin Luther (1483-1546); tr. Frederic Henry Hedge (1805-1890); based on Psalm 46. Music: Ein feste Burg, melody
Martin Luther (1483-1546); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Hymn 680

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Gospel

John 14:1-6

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are
many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? * And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. * And
you know the way to the place where I am going.” > Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the

Father except through me.”

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily (please be seated)

Apostles’ Creed (please stand)

[ believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
[ believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.

The Lord’s Prayer (please kneel)

Dean Kidd

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

[ believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and

ever. Amen.



Prayers of the People

For our brother, Bob, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am Resurrection and I am Life.”

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Bob, and dry the tears of those

who weep.
Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
Hear us, Lord.

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life.
Hear us, Lord.

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of heaven.
Hear us, Lord.

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship with all your saints.
Hear us, Lord.

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom.
Hear us, Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope.

Officiant: Lord, Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother, Bob, who was reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy
Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in
your Father’s love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and where you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. Amen.

The Commendation (please stand)

Officiant: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
People: ~ where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Officiant: You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to
earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.’
All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

>

People:  Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing,
but life everlasting.

Officiant: Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Bob. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you,
a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of
your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which
is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing of the People
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1 Guide me, O thou great Je - ho - vah, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain, whence the heal - ing
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hold me with thy power - ful hand; bread of hea - ven,
lead me all my jour - mney through; strong de - liv - erer,
land me safe on Ca - naan’s  side; songs  of prais - es,

bread of hea - ven, feed me now and ev - er -
strong de - liv - erer, be thou  still my strength and
songs of prais - s, I will ev - er give to
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more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield, be thou still my strength and shield.
thee, I will ev - er give 1) thee.
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Words: William Williams (1717-1791); tr. Peter Williams (1722-1796), alt. Music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932).

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude

Hymn 690



You are invited to join the family in the Great Hall for a reception immediately following this service.

Memorial gifts may be given in honor of Robert Blackford
to the Cathedral Church of St. Luke, P.O. Box 2328, Orlando, FL 32801.

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning
in the resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised.

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in
Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend.
So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord,
we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.
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Officiant and Preacher The Very Rev. Dr. Reggie Kidd

Assisting The Rev. Canon Patricia Orlando

Acolytes Canon Richard Clark, Matt Ireland, Cameron Gordon
Lector Theo Gordon

Organist Canon Michael Petrosh

Soloist Melissa Ramb

Usher Robert Borders

To experience, embody and extend the timeless love of Jesus Christ
130 N. Magnolia Avenue - Orlando, Florida 32801
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